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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the Invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1,-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent Publication 2003/0161524 to King. 

With regard to claim 1, King discloses a method for increasing the contrast 
between reflected and background luminescence on an object to be scanned 
comprising the following steps: 

targeting a signal on an object to be scanned for luminescence (paragraph 
[0022]); 

altering a variable of the signal to produce a contrast between the luminescence 
on the object and any background luminescence caused by a second object not to be 
detected (paragraphs [0023]-[0026]); and 

processing the return signal to remove any background luminescence (paragraph 
[0025] and [0026]). 
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King discloses a system that determines the type of light UV or otherwise to use 
when imaging a target. King teaches that information from the different lighted images 
may be combined in order to give complete information about the different luminescent 
portions of the target. For example, King filters out unwanted wavelengths in order to 
accentuate or attenuate the contrast of certain portions of the image. King also teaches 
that further image processing techniques may be performed on the taken images with 
the knowledge of the spectrum of light used. 

With regard to claim 2, King discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the altered 
variable is signal intensity (paragraphs [0020]-[0026]). King teaches using single 
multiple or selected lights as well as band pass filtered light, all interpreted as a 
variation in intensity. 

With regard to claim 3, King discloses the method of claim 1 wherein the altered 
variable is UV light wavelength (paragraph [0026]). 

With regard to claim 4, King discloses a method for processing the contrast 
between reflected and background luminescent on an object to be scanned comprising 
the following steps: 
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targeting a luminescent signal on an object to be scanned for luminescence 
through an optical unit (paragraph [0022]); 

varying the intensity of light through the optical unit to produce a contrast 
between the luminescence on the object and any background luminescence 
(paragraphs [0023]-[0026]); and 

processing the return signal to remove any background luminescence 
(paragraphs [0025] and [0026]). 

King discloses a system that determines the type of light UV or otherwise to use 
when imaging a target. King teaches that information from the different lighted images 
may be combined in order to give complete information about the different luminescent 
portions of the target. For example, King filters out unwanted wavelengths in order to 
accentuate or attenuate the contrast of certain portions of the image. King also teaches 
that further image processing techniques may be performed on the taken images with 
the knowledge of the spectrum of light used. 

With regard to claim 5, King discloses the method of claim 4 wherein the intensity 
of light permitted through to the object is varied by a beam splitter (paragraphs [0008] 
and [0021]). King discloses a dual on axis light or DOAL that is interpreted as a beam 
splitter. 
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With regard to claim 6, King discloses the method of claim 4 wherein the intensity 
of light, permitted to the object is varied by an optical filter (paragraph [0026]). 


With regard to claim 7, King discloses a system for processing the contrast 
between the luminescent material of an object to be scanned and luminescent material 
on the background comprising: 

a source of UV light to be targeted on the object (paragraph [0020]); 

means for modulating the UV signal so as to change the characteristics of the 
signal so as to filter out background signal (paragraph [0020] and [0026]); 

means for detecting the luminescent signal from the modulated UV so as filter 
out background luminescence (paragraphs [0020]-[0026]). 

King discloses a system that determines the type of light UV or otherwise to use 
when imaging a target. King teaches that information from the different lighted images 
may be combined in order to give complete information about the different luminescent 
portions of the target. For example, King filters out unwanted wavelengths in order to 
accentuate or attenuate the contrast of certain portions of the image. King also teaches 
that further image processing techniques may be performed on the taken images with 
the knowledge of the spectrum of light used. 
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With regard to claim 8, King discloses a system for processing the contrast 
between the luminescent material of an object to be scanned and luminescent material 
on the background comprising: 

a source of UV light to be targeted on the object containing a luminescent target 
material (paragraph [0020] and [0026]); 

means for modulating the UV signal so as to change the characteristics of the 
signal so as to filter out unwanted background luminescent signal (paragraph [0020] 
and [0026]); 

means for detecting the luminescent signal from the modulated UV so as to filter 
out background luminescence (paragraphs [0020]-[0026]); and 

means for displaying the resultant filtered end signal (Fig. 1 , element 16 and 
Figs. 2-4). 

King discloses a system that determines the type of light UV or otherwise to use 
when imaging a target. King teaches that information from the different lighted images 
may be combined in order to give complete information about the different luminescent 
portions of the target. For example, King filters out unwanted wavelengths in order to 
accentuate or attenuate the contrast of certain portions of the image. King also teaches 
that further image processing techniques may be performed on the taken images with 
the knowledge of the spectrum of light used. 
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Contact Information 


Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Wes Tucker whose telephone number is 571-272-7427. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9AM-5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matt Bella can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Wes Tucker 
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